Parish Council 
Calls for new blood 


BY GEORGE SCOTLAND 


THE future of the Leys Parish 
Council could potentially be 
under threat unless more 
members come forward. 

Currently the Parish Council 
has only eight seats filled with 
space for a further six members. 

Gordon Roper, the Chairman 
of the Parish Council who lived in 
Blackbird Leys for 42 years, is calling 
for more people to get involved to 
give their views on local issues and 
help build towards both a better 
lifestyle and more united future for 
the community. 

Mr Roper said: "People tend 
to be under the impression that 
because the word has Parish in it 
that we are something associated 
with the church which we are not. 
It's just called a Parish Council 
because we are in a Parish and 
in the old days the villages had 
parishes and their own councils 
where they used to meet in the 
church. 

"We are nota religious 
organisation, are non-political and 
if anybody has different views on 
political parties they are not allowed 
to raise it at the meetings. We just 
speak our mind.” 

Mr Roper added: "We've tried 
to get people to join using word 
of mouth but people say that they 
haven't got the time, even though 
it will only take up four to five hours 
a month if that, because a lot of the 


Mr Roper added that the Parish 
Council is the second line of contact 
for local people. He said: "First line 
for the estate is the city and county 
councillors. If the residents don't 
want to speak to the city or county 
councillors they come to us. We've 
had situations where people have 
come to the parish council because 
the City Council hasn’t followed 
up or moved on an issue and we 
will take it up and fight the local 
resident's corner, whoever it maybe. 
The Parish Council has done quite a 
bit for this estate, but unfortunately 
people don't realise this. 

"We definitely do need fresher 
faces joining the council. We need 
younger faces who can give a 
different perspective on things and 
‘new blood' that can help shake 
things up a bit. We already have 
two younger people on the panel 
who | think will be great assets for 
us. They both come from Greater 
Leys, which is good because we can 
hear the voice from that side of the 
Leys.” 

"If we don’t keep it going and 
can't find enough people it will 
eventually fold. It would then be left 
to the Residents Association which 
wouldn't have the same input as 
us or the influence that the Parish 
Council has on the City Council. 

"We can bang on the table and 
have a very strong voice on Oxford 
City Council. If we don’t have new 
blood or are not up to scratch within 
the next three years | can see us not 
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work is down to myself and the Vice continuing after those three years.” jo —s VEEEE 
Chairman to get things done.” 


{| ae ; 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council Chairman Gordon Roper. 
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Warning letters after 


eggs thrown 


YOUTHS who threw eggs in Gentian 
Road have received warning letters 
about their behaviour from the 
neighbourhood policing team, with any 
further incidents requiring them to sign 
an Appropriate Behaviour Contract. 
Police Community Support Officer 
Barry Sheehan said police are also 
working with Oxford City Council's 
Anti-Social Behaviour Investigation Team 
(ASBIT) after a group of young people 
were identified for causing a disturbance 
in the Windrush and Evenlode towers by 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


HELLO, 
This week we received some very 
exciting news and so | feel it is only fair 
that | share this with ALL of our loyal 
readers and supporters! 

For the last five years, Leys News 
has been running regular community 
journalism training courses. The courses 
equip our dedicated band of volunteers 
with the skills and tools they need in 
order to contribute news stories, photos 
and features to all the newspapers in the 
Community Media Group. A quick flick 
through Leys News will find stories by 
brilliant people such as George Scotland, 
Randy Denham, Jane Yates, Beth Speich, 
Becky Lee and Lauraine Dineen (to name 
a few), all of whom have taken part in 
our training courses and have gone on to 
be accomplished writers. 

Our course, and staff and premises, 
have now been inspected by the 
National Council for the Training of 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
Managed by the third generation of Childs family. 


Pharmacy House 
69 London Road 
Headington 
Oxford OX3 9AA 
Tel: 01865 427272 


10 The Parade 
Oxford Road 


1 Courtland Road 
Rosehill 


Tel: 01865 714007 


tailgating residents inside, congregating 
in the stairwells, playing loud music and 
screaming and shouting. 

In a separate incident, youths who 
threw stones at the leisure centre and 
entered the building via the fire exit 
have had their bikes seized by police. 
PCSO Sheehan said the youths ran from 
the scene after seeing police arrive and 
left their bikes behind. The bikes have 
been seized to prevent them from being 
stolen. 


Journalists (NCTJ) and we have been 
recommended for approval as a training 
centre for the NCTJ’s Certificate in 
Foundation Journalism. The NCTJ offers 
the industry's gold standard professional 
qualification in journalism, and the 
course we will be offering is the first 
stage towards that qualification. Many 
editors will not employ journalists unless 
they have either completed their NCTJ 
training or are willing to do so. 

For the Community Media Group 
to be able to offer this course is a major 
step forward and a huge advantage for 
our volunteers. We are currently one of 
a handful of centres across the UK that 
offers the qualification, so we feel very 
proud of our achievement! If you are 
interested in joining our next course 
please email editor@leysnews.co.uk and 
| will add you to the list. The course will 
probably start in October. 
Have a great month! 


Sava 


MONICA’S 


MOTIVATIONAL 


THOUGHTS 


In this month’s Leys News 
we have a new columnist. 
MONICA THOMAS combines 
a busy life as a mother with 
spreading positive and 
motivational messages 

and thoughts. In this issue, 
Monica’s Motivational 
Thoughts are on Poverty. 


IT'S HARD to keep positive when 
we are surrounded by negativity. 
When | say negativity I'm referring 
to the negative energies we are 
overloaded with. When we turn 
on our TV it's there in black and 
white to help the suffering, help our 
starving children and I'm sure you 
will all agree it hurts to see it. 

They say this country is in debt 
but how can that be when we have 
clean water to drink and bathe in, 
a good source of food to eat, and 
if we don't the Government will 
provide for us via benefits or food 
vouchers. Our children have free 
education. 

Why are there millions of 
millionaires and superstars 
yet there is still suffering out 
there? Think about it. The 
conclusion is greed. We are 
surrounded by greedy people, 
greedy governments and greedy 
leadership and | think it's time to 
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make a stand for freedom. But 
how? When? Where to start? My 
conclusion is start with ourselves. 
Our community needs us! We must 
share our skills and our inspirations 
to help one another. 

| don't know the solution to 


prevent suffering and poverty but 
| know how to spread words of 
awareness. Money is the root of all 
evil so what crop can we plant to 
break the chain? How can we end 
this vicious circle of poverty? 
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LEYS DIVISION 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, 
Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard. 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). 
Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 

Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, OX3 ORB 
@ 07961 121704 _E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 

Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, OX4 7UZ 
@® 01865 779678 Mobile: 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, OX4 10U 

@ 07767311425 E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 

Scott Seamons — Labour. 24 Partridge Walk, Greater Leys, 0X4 7BZ 
@® 01865 802350 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


@ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


Steve Curran — Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 0X4 11G 
@® 01865 727824 Mobile: 07941 785538 
E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


m@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 
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Leys News is an independent newspaper and 
a social enterprise. It is owned by Leys News 
Limited, is part of the Community Media Group, 
and is funded through a mixture of grants and 
advertising revenue. Itis delivered free to 
homes and businesses across the Leys. Leys News 
is produced by a team of volunteers who attend 
free Community Journalism Training courses. 

If you would like to volunteer as part of 
our team and help to produce your local, 
independent newspaper please email the 
editor (details below) for more information and 
an informal chat about how you can help. 


CONTACT 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 

(Vehicle access via Jack Argent Close) 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


WHO’S WHO 


Board of Directors: 
Sasha East (chair), Teresa Fieldwick, 
Ines Kretzschmar, David Potter. 


Editor: 
Sarah Edwards 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Business Manager: 
John Charlton 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Distribution Manager: 
Lorraine Heritage 


Volunteers: 
Janet Pavelin, Trio Watson, Beth Speich 


Contributions by: 

Randy Denham, Lauraine Dineen, Stella 
Gathenya, Natalie Gidley, Becky Lee, 
Stuart Mabbutt, Joe Parker, Jessica 
Scoines, George Scotland, Beth Speich. 


Published by Leys News Ltd. 

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, 
Newspaper House, Faraday Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 2DW 


ISSN 2046-2948 


LEYS NEWS acknowledges financial 
assistance from: A2 Dominion, Catalyst 
Communities Housing Association, 
GreenSquare, Oxford Brookes University, 
Oxford City Council, the Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council and Ruskin College. 


Leys News is a company limited by 
guarantee No. 3591512 
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Tasty treats at 
the market 


Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 
or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 


DO YOU love a local market? We enjoy seeing a huge market. Russell's garden is 
Somewhere to potter around, —_ range of practical skills, home to the Leys bees, who 
have a browse and perhaps from bike maintenance to have produced the most 
grab a bargain or something cookery, furniture restoration delicious sweet honey for 
tasty to eat. to gardening. If you have all to enjoy. Samples will be 
The Leys Community something you wouldloveto __ available to try. 
Market has been running since share, then the market could Some people eat local 
2012, and is held on the last be just the place for you; bring honey to help with hayfever. 
Saturday ofeach month from __ your skills to life as you show In theory, consuming honey 
11am. others your talents. Thanks made from local pollen of 


The market aims to bring == to Community First Funding the same flowers and trees 
local affordable food and skills these skills shares are free and —_ that give you your respiratory 


to our neighbourhood. the market can offer to cover _ allergy, can help build your 
Christine McDermott from material expenses.” immune system and help with 

the market said: “We don't sell the sniffles. 

posh nosh, but we're rather BEES ON THE LEYS 

impressed with our fresh @ Anyone interested in 

locally grown and produced Thanks to Russell Price, an having a stall or getting 

food and Raffe makes genuine enthusiastic local bee keeper, | involved can email 

, Italian treats. a delicious supply of the Leys — leyscommunitymarket@ 

“The market is also host bees honey will be on sale for yahoo.com or call 

to some great skills share. £4.25 a large jar at the next 07914395619 
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7 Do you want a career in nursing, midwifery or another health 
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BY RANDY DENHAM Do you want to be a social worker or Youth and Community 
Worker? 


on —- +s = 


LEYS resident and wheelchair user, Peter 
Carter, has spoken out about access issues he 
and others face in his area. 

Mr Carter, who has had problems with his 
back for the past five years and is currently 
using a wheelchair, said the problems he has 
with access and potholes are all too common 
in the area. 

He said: "I can't avoid them. | steer to avoid 
one, and | end up going over two.” 

Other issues which he faces includes 
problems with parked cars taking up space in 
certain areas, which restricts access for people. 

Mr Carter added: "It's more and 
more important now, it's not just electric 
wheelchairs because those people with 
scooters and pushchairs face similar problems. 
| feel that more people should be making the 
effort to speak out about the problems that 
they face. | can shout, but it's like shouting ina 
storm.” 

He added: "The general public should be 
interested, as it affects people they know in 
the community.” 

To help resolve these issues, Mr Carter 
suggests that partnerships should continue 
to inform people on the issues, and focus on 
taking on board people's experiences. Mr 
Carter will be co-opted onto the Parish Council 
at the end of the month. 


Do you want to fast track to an academic degree but don’t have 
A’levels? 


Why study an Access course at Ruskin College? 

e You can change your life and progress to do a degree at Ruskin 
College (subject to interview) 

e You will get a University experience even though you are 
studying at a College 

e You will be taught by brilliant, inspiring, well qualified tutors 

e The classes will be small - you will enjoy individual attention 
and support 

e Language support is available if English is not your first 
language 

e We offer a bursary to help with your living costs, travel and 
childcare (subject to eligibility) 

e —_ Residential accommodation is free (subject to status) 

e — If you complete a degree after doing an Access course you will 
not need to pay back your Access tuition fee loan 

e 19-23? You don’t need to pay tuition fees 


For more information call Hannah on 01865 759604, 
email enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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LEYS FASHION 


BY NATALIE GIDLEY 


The 1970s is so 2015 


THINK floaty skirts, fluted to really update your summer 
sleeves, crochet details, paisley look. The best part about pieces 
prints and Sienna Miller at in these fabrics is that they will ‘ 
Glastonbury circa 2004. The look, go with absolutely everything. Be hy Gs + 
championed by the queen of Layer up your look with AG oR This month Vm loving... 
boho herself over ten years ago, _ paisley or large flower prints - > SS ae 
has been updated to include all = the more garish the better for Be: Ny Se oy tem po fa ry tattoos 
the best bits of 1970s fashion. an authentic 70s look. Crochet +e - ar, 
The way to pull off 1970s is and lace trims will also add to °. *: , , EVER since Cara Delevingne This is the perfect trend to 
to master the art of mixing up the look. Pay less for these pieces Al Pe showed up at the Met Ball play with on a summer holiday 
textures and clashing prints. as they will date come autumn LPR os 2S Gala rocking some serious or at a festival and delicate 


The overall look is breezy, but cheap and cheerful is fun for AG body art, temporary tattoos —_ metallic temporary tatts will 
nonchalant and ‘I just picked up = now! a ean, have become the biggest look gorgeous on sunkissed 


whatever was lying around and ‘ier: so} beauty trend of thesummer. skin. Wrap them onto your 
threw it on’. The great choice of | Shop the look: ss a i! When | did hear about the wrist and pile up the bangles 


70s inspired garb on the British 4: Black off:the-shiouldertop, micro-beauty trend, | did go for a subtle look. 


high street will make achieving Primark £9 : Wey < ‘Huh?! Like transfers you used 


the look all too easy. Plus, if 2. Fringed bag, Florence and Fred at to get free in cereal packets Oriental flower metallic tattoos, 
. 7 £8.08 from www.mykitsch.com 


. ; TESCO, £14 ey. 
you invest in a few good staple 3. Geometric cork heeled sandals, when you were eight? “When Seekers of the Sun Jasmine 
items, it’s a great overall trend Matalan, £15 you see the designs on offer metallic tattoos, £13.00 from 
for creating a simple capsule 4. Paisley maxi-dress, George at though, you'll totally get it. www.seekersofthesun.co/ 

ASDA, £16 
wardrobe. 5. Denim mini-skirt, Primark, £10 
Tan suede and denim is Crochet striped vest top, New Look 
everywhere and because £9.99 ; 
h ile it’ th 6. Suede lazer-cut waistcoat, 
they are so versatile, it’s wor Dorothy Perkins wah ie 
investing well. Look for denim 7. Crochet waistcoat, Apricot, £17 = ’ nF r< 
skirts with buttoned fronts, prs, <e> v 
casual denim jackets and sun- 

‘ 
dresses as base items. Tan suede 
also works well on skirts, jackets, 
waistcoats and definitely look KITSCH "! 
out for suede fringed accessories 
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www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling 
recycling@oxford.gov.uk 01865 249811 
www.twitter.com/Recycle4Oxford 
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LAP gears up for summer funt 


‘ Se a“ + . 
s ta 


—e wee ee 
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" 


BLAP (Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground) is getting ready for the summer playscheme. There is a trip 
planned to the Cotswold Wildlife Park for the first Thursday and swimming in Swindon’s Oasis Pool on 
another day out in week four of the scheme. BLAP will be offering competitions with these remote control 
cars and there will be lots to keep 8-13 year olds happy for the four weeks July 27 —- August 21. Please 
phone for details on 01865 236646 or email blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Regeneration latest 


PEOPLE who live on the Leys Oxford City Council Executive area. Children are welcome and 
can find out more about the Director, David Edwards, will talk refreshments will be available. 
regeneration plans ata meeting —_ informally about the changes 
this Thursday (July2). that are planned for the Leys. @ For more information 
The Leys Voice meeting The Leys Voice gives local people contact Milly Macpherson What do you like about living in The Leys? 
will take place at 7pm at a chance to have their say on 07733301256 or email 
the Community Centre, and about what is going on in the mmacpherson@oxford.gov.uk What would you like to improve? 


Come and have your say about what is important to 
you about where you live. 


LEYS CDI SUMMER PROJECT 


Monday 3 August - Friday 28 August 
10 - 4pm 


Refreshments will be provided 
and all children are welcome to 
come along. 


£2 a day 


ACTIVITIES: swimming, ice-skating , sports tournaments , Kids cafe , music 
production workshops, photography workshops , newsletter workshops , video 
production workshops , street arts workshops , t-shirts printing workshops , 
table tennis , street dance workshops. Trip to theme park. 


For further details contact CDI on 01865 395927 


First Thursday of the 
month at 7pm 


For more information, 
contact Milly on 
07733301256 


The Le\s 


Partnership 
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Evaluate Mystery Shopping 


Volunteering gives something to EVERYONE! 


For You... For Us... For Your Community... 

* Improves your CV * Improves our services we provide to you ¢ Improves your neighbourhood 
* You can learn new skills * Makes us a tenant led organisation * Brings communities together 
* You can make new friends * Make sure we offer value for money * Improves life choices 

* You get FREE training * Provides us with your talent, skills, * Positive for the environment 


knowledge and experience 


Tenant Involvement is about starting a conversation between you, and us, the Council, 
about shaping the services we provide to you. 


We have lots of opportunities for you to get involved in - you just need to decide 
what interests you and how much of your valuable time you can spare. 


We can offer you support and training to help you. We will also cover reasonable out of pocket 
expenses which are incurred when you attend official meetings, including the cost of travel, 
childcare and other caring responsibilities you may have. 


Visit www.oxford.gov.uk/getinvolved or call 01865 252662 today 
@OCC_Involve Oxford City Tenant Involvement 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


DPE 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


THE LEYS CDI has released 


Tell your story on the Leys 


OXFORD Brookes University has been 
given a Sharing Heritage grant by the 


area was like in the past, such as where 
people worked and socialised. We are 


details of its summer project, 
and has a packed programme 
of events and activities lined 
up. 

Between Monday 3 
August and Friday 28 August 
from 10am-4pm, young 
people from across the Leys 
will be able to take part in 
sports, music, art and dance 
projects and enjoy a trip toa 
theme park-all for £2 a day. 

Activities will include 
swimming, ice-skating, 
sports tournaments, a Kids 
café, workshops in music 
production, photography, 
newsletter production, video 
production, street arts, t-shirt 
printing and street dance. 


@ For further details 
contact CDI on 01865 
395927 


AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE 


Can I continue to get 
benefits if I go on holiday? 


SHORT absences for holidays 
abroad do not affect most 
benefits. Here is a guide: 


JOB SEEKERS ALLOWANCE 
(JSA) 

When you're on JSA, you're 
entitled to two weeks holiday 
a year, but only in the UK. 

It’s very important that you 
let the Jobcentre know that 
you're going away. You won't 
need to sign on, but you must 
be willing to cut your holiday 
short if you are notified of a 
job. 

You aren't usually allowed 
to take holidays abroad while 
claiming JSA. The system is 
getting more harsh, so if you 
don't follow the rules (by not 
signing when you're meant to, 
or not going to a job interview 
or training programme), you 
could lose your JSA for four or 
more weeks. 


INCOME SUPPORT 

You can continue to receive 
income support while on 
holiday in the UK. Make sure 
that you do not miss any work 
focused interviews while 

you are away. If you go on 
holiday abroad you may be 


able to continue to receive it 
for up to four weeks if you are 
incapable of work or going 
abroad for medical treatment. 


TAX CREDITS 

Tax credits are not usually 
affected for holidays in the 
UK. If you go abroad, they are 
not affected if you are away 
for less than eight weeks (or 
12 weeks if in connection 
with medical treatment) 


HOUSING BENEFIT 

If you are temporarily absent 
from your normal home (for 
whatever reason, including a 
holiday), your housing benefit 
can continue to be paid 

for up to 13 weeks. This is 
provided you have not rented 
out your home and you 
intend to return to it. This is 
the rule regardless of whether 
you are in the UK or abroad. 


EMPLOYMENT AND 
SUPPORT ALLOWANCE 
(ESA) 

You can carry on getting 
ESA for four weeks during a 
temporary absence abroad, 
or longer for some medical 
treatment. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 


01865 770206 


asac.reception@agnessmith.co.uk 


DISABILITY LIVING 
ALLOWANCE, ATTENDANCE 
ALLOWANCE, PERSONAL 
INDEPENDENCE PAYMENT 
You can continue receiving 
these benefits for 13 weeks if 
your stay abroad is temporary 
— or for 26 weeks if you are 
abroad for medical treatment. 


CARER’S ALLOWANCE 

If you are a carer and take a 
temporary break from caring 
for someone to go on holiday, 
you Can carry on receiving 
carer’s allowance. A total of 
four weeks holiday can be 
taken in any 26 week period. 


Remember to inform the 

Job Centre Plus and other 
relevant benefit agencies that 
you will be away temporarily. 
If you have any queries do 
not hesitate to contact the 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
for further advice. 


BINSS Ltd 


Advising the community 


also keen to know more about what 

life in the Leys is like today. As such, we 
will be working with a group of young 
people who will be trained to make their 
own digital stories. By capturing this 
information we want to share the Ley’s 
rich heritage with others.” 

The stories will be made into a 
series of short films that will be shown 
at the Museum of Oxford in the Oxford 
Town Hall as part of their ’40 Years, 40 
Objects’ exhibition, which opens on 
28 September 2015 and will run until 
February 2016. They will also be shown 
at the Leys CDI 20th anniversary events, 
online and in other local venues. 


Heritage Lottery Fund to carry outa 
community storytelling project in the 
Leys. It is called ‘Time to Talk: Digital 
Storytelling in the Leys’ and has been 
developed by Jeni Burnell of the Centre 
for Development and Emergency 
Practice (CENDEP) at Oxford Brookes 
University with StoryWorks UK, the 
Museum of Oxford and the Leys CDI 
Youth and Clockhouse Projects. 

Sharing Heritage is a funding 
programme to help people across the 
UK explore, conserve and share all 
aspects of the history and character of 
their local area. During July 2015, ‘Time 
to Talk’ will use storytelling to share 
people's memories and experiences, 
both past and present, of living in 
Blackbird and Greater Leys. 

Jeni Burnell, Oxford Brookes 
University, said: “Storytelling is a great 
way of giving people a chance to tell 
their own story in their words. We are 
interested in finding out about what the 


@ If you have an interesting story 
about life in the Leys and would like 
to get involved, please contact Jeni 
Burnell, Oxford Brookes University, 
on j.burnell@brookes.ac.uk or 01865 
482844. 
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Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


Next Meeting Dates: 


Tuesday 28 July, 7pm 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 

Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Chris 
Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, Sheila 
Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(9am—5pm) 07754 271831 


Send email to 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 
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New arrival at Templars Square 


— | = fe 
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Holy Family Church 
elebrates 50 years 


MY FIRST indication something was amiss 
was George's blood-curdling screams for help 
as he stood on his bed. It was not the blood 
curdling part that was cause for alarm so 
much - when a three and four-year-old share 
a bedroom there is always a lot of screaming 
at bedtime. 

Every night James reads them a story, 
tucks them in, kisses them goodnight, 
declares martial law and quietly shuts the 
door. 

But usually the screams do not involve the 
words, “No no stop make him stop help Mum 
help me come quick!” James was the first to 
enter the room, and by the time | made my 
way to their bedroom both the boys were 
standing fully clothed in the bath and James 
was giving birth to a litter of kittens in their 
bedroom. 

What is wrong? Why did you put the boys 
in the bath? | asked, my voice trailing off as | 
noticed an open, EMPTY jar of Sudocrem on 
George's bed. 

“What theeee...” 

My head spun around independently 
of my body as | assessed the damage, and 
saw why my OCD anal retentive clean freak 
husband had curled up into the foetal 
position. 

The entire room was coated in Sudocrem. 
En. Ti. Ure. Room. 

The wardrobe. The beds. The walls. The 
floor. When they are older | will describe 
this story to my boys as “your near-death 
experience.” 

“How are we going to get this stuff up”? | 
asked as a giant slimy chunk fell from the bed 
onto the floor as if to punctuate the atrocity. 

“This is nothing. Wait until you see the 
boys.” 

Oh yeah right - we have kids! | ran into 
the bathroom, wincing as | slowly peeked 
behind the door and into the bath in 
anticipation of the damage. 

And it was bad, real bad. Coated. Scalp to  @ @] — e 
toenails. Thick. | did not even know where to — OO aw ™“ e 
start. | heard James begin to sob as he peeled é i ) 
off their bedding. 

| turned the taps on and immediately saw 
my boys were water repellent. As | wet their 
hair the water beaded up and rolled right off, 
laughing at me as it swirled down the drain. 

he same with their bodies. The wash cloth 
only seemed to smear it around, and getting 
them wet seemed to just make it sticky. 

| considered my options. | could put them 
out on the kerb ina recycling bin. | could put 
myself out on the kerb in a recycling bin. | 
thought about grabbing James and making ; , : 18th&1_ 9thJ uly-CY CLETHON LY 
an escape for the airport, but he was way } AA ie a \ aia Anil 7, my G a *% 
too emotionally unstable at this point. An yy Zz 
entire bottle of shampoo and four scouring : 
pads later, and they were at least at the point ie abe ‘ ey ; ae OT 
| did not feel like they would slide out of their see A Ro a OF q >. Oe Ge 

, x hi 
beds. , nm) Cr A AR 


Harry's genetically blessed thick hair ; 
of the Sacred Heart Church on Balfour 


Fak ee 


Bonmarche Opening. Photo by Sam Skelton 


TEMPLARS Square Shopping 
Centre in Cowley has 
welcomed back the well 
known fashion retail brand 
Bonmarché. 

The store was opened by 
the winner of a competition 
organised by Templars Square 
Shopping Centre to win a 
Bonmarché makeover and 
£100 worth of vouchers, 
Lynda Deeley from Oxford, 
who was also asked to cut the 
ribbon to mark the official 
opening. 

Lynda said: “I hada 


to welcome them back to 
the family. The new store 

is already proving popular 
with our regular customers 
and it is hoped it will attract 
newcomers to the centre 
from further afield. 

“We now have just three 
vacant units at the centre, all 
of which have tenants waiting 
in line to filland we expect 
to be at 100% occupancy by 
the end of the year - which 
is extremely rare in the 
shopping centre industry!” 


Milas 


lovely time and | really loved 
the clothes selected for 

me. Sandra Downing, who 
assisted me in-store, was so 
helpful. The store has a great 
selection and | was spoilt for 
choice. | can’t wait to come 
back again!” 

Templars Square 
Shopping Centre Manager 
Paul Bentham said: 
“Bonmarché fits in very well 
with our retail mix policy 
which predominantly caters 
for the budget conscious 
shopper and we are delighted 
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WE HAVE | Sve 


COMMITTED 

TO RAISE FOR sonal 
You can help us to achieve this target by | 
supporting us at the following events... 


= mee 


I 


1 1thJ uly-M OONLIGHTS TROLL NO?! IT’S TRE... 


KO 


You can help us reach the £10,000 target by giving donations at 
these events or by sponsoring our teams online at: 


Ue ee ae 


_ » 

«y ay 

“Se 
mip 


left him relatively unscathed, but poor little 
George got it the worst. | can only imagine 
what he must have been thinking when 
he saw Harry coming at him with fistfuls of 
Sudocrem as he was trapped in his bed while 
Harry slathered him. 

Just put another pound in the therapy jar. 


ALMOST 50 people gathered for a BBQ 
lunch before a special service was held 
for the 50th Anniversary of the Church of 
the Holy Family's building. 

Many of the people who attended 
remember when church services were 
held in a hut before the church was built. 

A number of other people travelled 


back to Blackbird Leys to join in with 
the celebrations. Six of the previous ten 
vicars and Ministers returned. Bishop 
Michael Doe, (seen in the middle of 

this picture) returned to preach at the 
service. He was priest here during the 
1980's before moving to Portsmouth 
Diocese to work, later becoming Bishop 


of Swindon. He is now retired and living 
in London. 

Other people who had been part 
of the congregation and are now living 
elsewhere also returned, along with a 
number of people from the estate who 
came along to support us. Particularly 
welcome were Fr Naz and members 


Road. They have remained close friends 
since the estate’s inception when both 
congregation worshiped in the original 
hut. 

A good time was had by all at the 
service, which also included a Songs of 
Praise. After the service there was time 


for more food and beautifully decorated 
cakes made by Sylvia Palmer, which she 
had iced with the slightly shortened 
words of welcome from our website. 

"So, come, you who have much faith 
and you who have little, 

You who have been here often and 
you who have not been here long, 


You who have tried to follow and you 
who have failed. 

Whose love flickers faint, you whose 
love burns strong 

Come, not because | invite you, come 
because Jesus invites you. 

Bids you welcome, calls your name." 


Ww 
TEMPLARS SQUARE 
www.templarssquare.com Swope ng Cc Py, { ~) 
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What's on at The mk Children’s Centre —- Summer 2015 
[[wonpay [“Tuesbay [_wepnesbay [Taurspay [rribay [SATURDAY 


Centre open 
No activities running 


27 
Centre open 
No activities running 


03 
Centre open 
No activities running 


10 
Centre open 
No activities running 


17 
Forest School 
10am-12pm 


AUGUST 


24 
Forest School 
10am-12pm 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in, 
11.30am-12.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 
1-2.30pm 


29 
Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in 
11.30am -12.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 
1-2.30pm 


Lone Parent Advisor 
9.40am-3.40pm 


Job Club 
1-3pm 


05 
Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in 
11.30am-12.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 
1-2.30pm 


12 
Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in 
11.30am-12.30pm New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 


1-2.30pm 


Job club 
1-3pm 


19 
Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in 
11.30am-12.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 
1-2.30pm 


26 
Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 
With Speech & Language 
drop-in 
11.30am-12.30pm New Baby Group 
Including the 
Breastfeeding Café 
1-2.30pm 


Lone Parent Advisor 
9.40am-3.40pm 


Job club 
1-3pm 


Yate natal drop-in 
10-11am 


30 
TRIP to Cotswold 
Wildlife Park 


Ante natal drop-in 
10am-llam 


06 
Stay and Play 
in the Park 
Tlam-lpm 
Frys Hill 


13 
TRIP to Millets Farm 


Ante natal drop-in 
10-1lam 


20 
Stay and Play 
in the Park 
Tlam-lpm 
Gillians Park 


Ante natal drop-in 
10-1lam 


27 
TRIP to Beale Park 


Ante natal drop-in 
10-1lam 


Stay & Play 
1lam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


01 AUGUST 
Dads’ Group 
10.30am-12.30pm 


Stay & Play 
11lam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 
1lam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30-11.30am 


Stay & Play 
Tlam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30-11.30am 


Stay & Play 
1lam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30-11.30am 


28 
End of summer Harvest 
Celebration 
11lam-2pm 


Oxford Family Mediation 
Drop-in 
9.30-11.30am 


You can sign up to book on the trips from Monday 29 June to Friday 24 July. 

WINDALE: Monday Stay and Play at 10am-11am, and Thursday Stay and Play at 2pom-3pm. 
CUDDESDON CORNER: Stay and Play on Tuesday and Friday at 1pm-2pm. 

The Cotswold Wildlife Park and Beale Park trips are £5 per person. The Millets Farm trip is £3 per person. 
MONEY TO BE PAID AT TIME OF BOOKING. 


Cuddesdon Corner, 61-63 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 6SB. @ 01865 773263 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Do you want to sponsor this page? 


If so then please call John on 01865 711756 or email officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 
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Arts and culture 


BOOK REVIEWS 


By Jane Yates 


The Last Sherlock 
Holmes Story 

Unabridged audio book 

By Michael Dibdin 

Narrated by Robert Glenister 
Length: 6 hrs and 43 mins 


| CHOSE this audio book 
because | am a fan of Sherlock 
Holmes and also loved the 
narration of Robert Glenister 
on two other audio books, The 
Cuckoo's Calling by Robert 
Galbraith U K Rowling) and The 
Ghost by Robert Harris. As a 
side note | should say he is also 
my dogs’ favourite narrator 
because putting on one of his 
audio books will help them 
settle down if they are ina 
barking mood! 

The Last Sherlock Holmes 
Story is an interesting tale 
which is brilliantly written 
and superbly read. Gripping 
from the start, it invites you 
to re-evaluate the stereotype 
of Holmes who first appeared 
in print in 1887, written by 
famous author Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle (ACD) and based 
upon a forensic scientist from 
Edinburgh University, Dr Joseph 


Bell. Michael Dibdin's version 

of Sherlock Holmes builds 

an image of the much loved 
detective through Watson's 
voice, using detailed notes 
which are found in a bank in the 
1970's. 

While the story is read in the 
voice of Watson, it follows the 
familiar writing style of ACD, 
and the tale is carefully spun 
out in a very interesting and 
fresh approach. Dibdin stays 
true to the characters which 
puts you in a comfortable, 
familiar place when you start to 
listen and then carefully takes 
you into a much darker place. 

Not wanting to spoil the 
plot, | shall just talk about the 
setting. The story is setin the 
East End of London in 1888 
with the brutal murder and 
mutilation of three women by 
the infamous Jack the Ripper. 
Sherlock has grown bored of 
the mundane cases presented 
to him and softens the dullness 
of his everyday life by taking 
cocaine. When this case arises 
it gives him a new interest and 
leads him to meet his equal in 
intelligence, Moriarty. Many 
chases, much intrigue. It is 
well written and beautifully 
narrated. 

Unlike other books narrated 


by Robert Glenister, this story 
has fewer voices to use the full 
extent of his range but this 
does not make the reading any 
less enjoyable and he does a 
wonderful voice for inspector 
Lestrade. 

| have read other reviews 
and this book has stirred up all 
types of feelings. | think this is 
in part due to the characters 
being so well known and 
set in people’s minds that 
anything out of the ordinary 
or unexpected is immediately 
rejected. While | do not agree 
with the ending, it is, in my 
opinion, the sign of a great 
writer when you feel strongly 
about the story. 

Dibdin’s style and passion 
is evident on every page as 
the heart wrenching love and 
respect Watson has for Holmes 
wither under the stress of what 
he thinks he has discovered 
about his dear friend and 
mentor. 


Getting to Know You: 
Guided Pearls of Wisdom 
for a More Soulful 
Existence 

By Carolyn Green 


FIRSTLY I have to say how 
grateful | am to Carolyn for 


gifting me a copy of her 
wonderful paperback book to 
review. Secondly | want to say 
how superb the publication 
is; itis good quality paper and 
the cover has an inspirational 
design. The book is well paced 
into 18 chapters and | like how it 
is laid out like an exercise book 
so there is plenty of room for 
you to leave your comments 
and thoughts after each of the 
stages. Getting to Know You is a 
self-help, self-improvement and 
self-empowerment book. 

It isa deeply personal 
journey that Carolyn is 
guided on by her angels 
and she openly shares each 
message she is given as well 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Dovecote 
Summer Playscheme 


4 TO 12 YEARS OLDS 
Monday 27 July until Thursday 20 August 


10am to 3pm 


(First two weeks or second two weeks only) 


£40 for two week placement per child 


as describing her own feelings 
and thoughts on the process 
and changes she undergoes. It 
is a slow read and it is meant to 
be as there is a lot of thought 
on the reader's part about 
how these messages relate to 
oneself. 

| found the chapters 
beautifully written and so 
packed full with information 
that in order to savour them | 
could often only manage one 
or two pages at a time. So be 
prepared as there is a lot of 
advice to think about, plus 
exercises on top! 

There is so much good 
advice in this book that | feel 
it will be helpful to so many 
people from so many walks 
of life, whether you believe in 
angels or not. 

My favourite exercise 
was the one where Carolyn 
describes your spirit as a rose. 
She tells you to imagine that 


you are a rose that is half closed. 


Then when you're in a situation 
where you feel that you need 
to protect yourself imagine 

the rose closed. Alternatively 
when you are with a friend 

or someone that you wish to 
help imagine your rose petals 
opening. | am an artist so quite 
good at visualising, | practiced 


this exercise for three days 
straight and found it really 
helped me in my job. 

| also found that my 
friendships in my work place 
benefited from this and further 
improved. Carolyn said don’t 
be an open rose too long as this 
is draining. But | can say that | 
did notice a change. So even 
if you find it hard to flex your 
imagination or find the whole 
idea of thinking of yourself as 
arose a little hard, | urge you 
to give it a go, as the benefits 
outweigh the effort put in. Plus 
no one will know you are trying 
the exercise. 

There is much more | could 
talk about but most importantly 
| feel this book is good value 
for money. Plus | felt that even 
though my copy was personally 
signed by Carolyn and dated 
the 5/5/15, which is one of the 
number combinations that | 
love, | felt | needed to give my 
copy away as | learned new 
things about myself and it was 
helpful and | wanted to pass it 
on so it would help someone 
else. 

| think we are all busy 
people and here is a book that 
gives you permission to make 
time for you to get to know you. 


NEW Dovecote Project 
giddy's Drean, 


= 


For 8 to 14 years olds 


Dovecote Afloat 


Monday 27 July until Thursday 20 August 


Dovecote Afloat operates alongside our current playschemes. Children can to 
attend at the same time as our centre based schemes i.e. Easter and summer 


Registration will be held at the Dovecote Centre, schemes. You can sign up to attend Dovecote Afloat for one week at a time only. 


Nightingale Ave, Blackbird Leys, 
Friday 10 July, 9:15am 


Cost £20 per week per child 
9.30am until 3.30pm 


Children will be transported to boat by a fully qualified mini bus 
driver free of charge. Registration will be held Friday 10 July, 9.15am 
at the Dovecote Centre, Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys 


Registration forms can be collected from the Dovecote Office 
ALL FEES PAID ON THE DAY OF REGISTRATION TO SECURE A PLACE 
For further information telephone Carol on Oxford 712299 
Young people will have the opportunity to enjoy trips out on our 60 foot 
narrow boat which has room on board to provide activities along with 
young people having the opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities and 
opportunities along the Oxford canal and or the Thames tow paths. 


PRIORITY WILL BE GIVEN TO BLACKBIRD LEYS RESIDENTS 


DAY TRIP 

As a replacement for 

a trip at the end of the 
two week scheme we 
are planning a family 
trip Friday 21 August to 
a theme park. Details of 
the trip will be available 
on the day of registration. 
This trip is for all the 
family to attend and 
enjoy. 


Example of activities children will have the opportunity to access: 
@ Scavenge hunting, collecting materials to make collages, models, etc. 
® Wombling ie. identify and removing litter, hazards 
dangerous to environment and wildlife. 
® Creating homes for wildlife. 


Does your 
child need an 
EpiPen? 
If so please inform us before 
hand to enable us to have 


the relevant training in 
place, otherwise your child 
will not be able 
to attend. 


This exciting project provides young people with many 
new, challenging, fun activities and opportunities 


PROIRITY WILL BE GIVEN TO BLACKBIRD LEYS RESIDENTS 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


July 2015 
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OXFORD 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 
If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes 
please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 


HOW TO SEW: sewing 
Straight lines (tips and tricks) 


BY BECKY LEE 


THE very first time you sew with 
a sewing machine can seem 

like an impossible task. Once 
you understand a few simple 
tricks, it will be you mastering 
the sewing machine and sewing 
perfectly straight lines instead 
of allowing frustration to run 
the show. 


1. The first step: set aseam 
guide 

In order to have a straight line 
of stitching you will need a 
seam guide on your sewing 
machine. The seam guide is the 
place you want the edge of the 
fabric so the stitching will create 
the correct amount of seam 
allowance that is called for in 
the pattern instructions. 


2. The key to success for 
sewing straight 

If | had to say one single thing 
that will have you sewing a 
straight line of stitching, it 
would be: don’t watch the 
needle! Train yourself to watch 
the guide and not the sewing 
machine needle. The needle is 
constantly moving. If you are 
watching a moving needle, you 
will not sew straight! Watching 
the guide that is not moving 
and keeping the fabric at the 
guide allows you to sew straight. 


3. Speed control 
| now, when teaching sewing 
classes, require the students 
to test drive the sewing 
machine before we thread 
the machine or sew on fabric. 
This gives them time to learn 
speed control and master 
basic sewing machine skills. | 
often talk about handing out a 
speeding ticket when | hear a 
sewing machine start to zoom 
along. 

When you are learning to 
sew, controlling the speed 
of the sewing machine is an 
important step to controlling 
your stitching. Many models 
of sewing machines offer a 
setting for the speed from slow 
to fast. When a machine does 
not have this setting, sewing 
without a shoe on is one way 
to gain control of the foot 
pedal. Another way is to find 
something that will fit against 
the foot pedal and prevent your 
foot from putting “the pedal 


_| Cord, Denim, Gabardine, Heavy Suiting 


to the metal” and disabling the 
machine from sewing at a fast 
speed. 


4. Sewing machine needles 

A sewing machine needle that 
does not properly penetrate 
the fabric while the stitches 

are being created can cause 
stitching to look crooked or like 
a narrow zigzag stitch. Using the 
correct needle for the fabric you 
are sewing is an important part 
of allowing the sewing machine 
to form beautiful stitching. 


5. Know your sewing machine 
You need to know your sewing 
machine. There wouldn't be so 
many sewing machines on the 
market if they were all the same. 
Knowing your sewing machine 
and its capabilities will help 

you solve any sewing problem 
that you experience. A sewing 
machine bought from a box 


store or second-hand needs 
to have the sewing machine 
manual for that machine. Read 
the manual and practice the 
items in the manual that seem 
confusing. 


6. Practice, practice, practice 

| don’t know anyone who sat 
down to sew the first time and 
was able to sew perfectly on the 
first try. Sewing takes practice. 
Gather scraps of fabric and allow 
yourself to practice different 
sewing techniques. 

By practicing you will have 
more confidence when you 
start sewing an actual project. 
There are many free patterns 
for beginners and free patterns 
that use scraps of fabric so you 
can practice, achieve something 
while you are practicing and 
attempt different sewing 
techniques. 


AR. 


THE frequency and tones of bird calls has 
become higher over the last few days as | 
write. All around, in the undergrowth is a 
range of fledgling birds - robins, dunnocks, 
blackbirds, great tits, blue tits, long tailed tits 
and house sparrows. 

Many still have those yellow flashes at the 
base of the beak, and the brightly coloured 
inside of the beak as they still beg for food 
even if out of the 
nest. 

Starlings are 
notoriously bad at 
badgering parents 
on mass for food, 
even when they 
have left for the big 
wide world. Often 
these juveniles 
move around in 
giant créches, eating 
all before them. At ; 2 
one time we considered them as pests; now 
they area rarity in many people's eyes. How 
times do change. 

We need the declines we have seen in 
so many species to be reversed and special 
habitats protected. One way to help the 
sparrow populations is not to block up all 
the holes in your house roofline so they can 
get in to nest. House Sparrows love to nest 
communally so having space for more than 
one family group is essential. 

Sparrows like to feed communally too, so 
have a large flat platform, maybe on a shed 
roof where they can feed, with a large tree 
or bushes close by that they can dart into for 
protection. Without that escape bush or tree, 
if the feeding area is to exposed, sparrows are 
less likely to appear. 


WHAT MAMMALS ARE 
USING MY GARDEN? 


The variety of mammals in your garden will 
often depend upon your location and the 
environment both in your garden and the 
situation in which it is set. Some mammals 
prefer to live close to water or near wooded 


THE WILDLIFE GARDEN 
Out in the wildlife garden 


areas. However, the three things that all 
mammals will consider when deciding if 
your garden is suitable is if there is food and 
water, shelter and a suitable place to breed. 
Hibernation points are also worth looking 

at. By being able to recognise the tracks and 
trails of the mammal, however, along with its 
habits, it is quite easy. 

Spotting tracks is easier if there is a sand 
pit or some wet mud 
close to any natural 
food source. Badger 
tracks are very easy 
to recognise. Kidney- 

_ shaped with five toes 
on each and sticking 
to familiar well-worn 
trails. 

A fox doesn’t 
stick to regular trails 
; and their tracks are 

ee formed from pads 

that have four toes and the outer two are 
curved into the other two inner ones. It walks 
in a very compact manner and its tracks will 
appear as though it has been walking on two 
legs instead of four. 

If you live close to water, there may be 
otters nearby. Their pads are almost round 
with five toes each and, if the ground is very 
soft, you'll be able to identify them more 
easily as you'll be able to spot the tell-tale 
webbing between each of the individual toes. 

Hedgehog front pads are larger than their 
rear ones and each print will always leave five 
claw marks behind. 

In addition to having tracks, a true grasp 
of the types of food the mammal consumes 
and how it rests, shelters and what it does 
in the breeding season will also help you to 
identify which mammals are either living in or 
passing through your garden. 

Many experts can also identify mammal 
droppings and look for signs where they have 
dropped food or hair along their trail. 

So have a look and see what other 
mammals use your garden. 


Is your child struggling at school or do 
they need a boost to improve their grades? 


kay 
English - Maths - Reading 


Ages 5-16 


Oxford Education Centres-the only tuition centre 
in Oxford staffed by fully qualified teachers 


* Science 


Working Tax Credit - if you are eligible for the “childcare 
element” of Working Tax Credit, you may be able to claim 
up to 70% of the cost of The Education Centres course 


fee's as a tox credit. 


Amazing 
Value! 
ACT NOW 


Call for a FREE assessment on 01865 402950 or visit 


www.oxfordeducationcentres.com 
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Your child could receive up 
to 15 hours a week if your 
household income is less 

than £16,190 a year. 


Find out at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
twoyearoldfunding 


85) OXFORDSHIRE 
Iw) COUNTY COUNCIL 
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Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3N. 
3 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

307811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Friendly Computer Support 
01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 
Molly Maid 


Oxford. 
3 01865 327361 


Acquire Care - 


Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
07417 439520 


ararchildminding@gmail.com 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX. 
@® 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS. 
701865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

3 01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 
OX4 4LD. 
01865 425630 

FL 
Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
3 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 

L 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X47EF. 
01865714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 


01865 326066 


JOBS 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


| HAIRDR 
Hair & Body Shop 


Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
9 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS. 
B® 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH 


Phyllida Chappell 
Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

% 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


fl q / Vv 
Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 67). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


We can pay £10,000 more! 


3 & 4 bedroom houses URGENTLY 
needed! We will rent or buy! 


a 
iu 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near market 
price? Solutions for properties with 
little or no equity, refurbishment 


work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may bea 
solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 


E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
% 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
%@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
% 01865 406070 


WI | CLEAN 


m 


PLUI 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD. 
4 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 


To discuss your advert email John at advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


July 2015 


Improve your IT skills! Gain a Qualification! 


Improve your job prospects! 


Courses Include: 


@ IT beginners @ IT Improvers © Bridge Class @ ITQ Level 2/3 equivalent 
@ PC Maintenance @ Photoshop and editing didital Photos @ and More 


Call us on 01865 806453 
or drop in and see us in 


Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


ADVICE 


H Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

@® 01865 770206 


H Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys Young 
People Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


@ Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would 
like to consider a new job, or taking up 
work for the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday 
from 10am—12pm. Just drop in. 
Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 


@ New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

@ 01865 772886. 

@ BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 ina structured environment. 
3—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

@® 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

= Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0—5 years. Second 
Saturday in the month, 10.15am— 
11.45am, at Children's Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

@ Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


B Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

@® 01869 259681 


H Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00—9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


& Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(For ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

@& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


H@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


@ Rainbows 

For girls aged 5—7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Bi Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
‘@® 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


a OXFORDSHIRE SOOKE 
Sidle Funding Gi OxFOR COUNCIL BROOKES 


@ Able Centre 
Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 
B Nicky, 01865 728688 
FISURE 


Bi Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 

@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

@® David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


Bi Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
@® Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


@ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for new 
members and invites men, women, boys 
and girls of all ages and abilities. 

@® 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 


Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX47WJ. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


H Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

@® David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@ 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 
@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

@® 01865 794794 


Welcome events for local over-50s 


New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 


Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. We run lots of 
great, low-cost activities. NEXT DATE: 


Monday 29 June, WELCOME CREAM TEA 
for Leys area over 50s, 2-4 pm (running 


as part of regular Monday social — see 
details below) FREE. Call 01865 395908 
or just turn up on the day. 


Over-50s advice 
FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 


the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 


consumer issues), with an adviser from 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next ones: 


Monday 29 June and Monday 27 July. 
Bookings: 395908. 10am—12pm, or 
DROP IN from 12—12.30pm. 


Monday tea-time social for over 50s 
Tea-time social club fora friendly cup of 
tea and a chat. Mondays, 1.30-3.30pm 


until 13 July (then summer break until 
7 September). £1. (Transport help 


available if you live on the Leys and have 


mobility difficulties. We can also offer 
someone to meet you, or come with 
you, on your first visit.) Tel: 395908. 


Age UK information drop-in. 
Regular sessions at the Clockhouse. 


Next ones: Monday 29 June and Monday 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
‘® 01865 247788 


B Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
@® 07974185554 


@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 
rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, and all 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
@® 07729581975 


NOTICES 
a Held at the Barn at 
Socialist Party Tam to 2pm on the last 
Meeting Saturday of the month. 
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. Next dates: 
Starts 7.30pm 
@ 0208 9888777 25 July 
29 August 
The Leys WI For more details or to book 


Meets the first Wednesday of 


a place please contact 
each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 


leyscommunitymarket@ 


at The Clockhouse. h 
@ Sue, 07786158229 ya 00.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk or Christine, 07914 395619 


OX4 7FF. £1. “Do your own thing” with 
watercolours, acrylics or sketching. To 
check September dates call 395908 


Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


28 September, both 1.30—3.30pm. 

(No sessions during July and August). 

If you are over 50, or are supporting 
someone over 50, and need help, advice 
or information, please drop in for a chat 
with a friendly, experienced Age UK 
community information worker. 


Dance for over 50s 

Move around the floor, dance seated, 

or just watch and enjoy! No partner or 
experience needed. Next one: Monday 6 
July, (line dance) 11am—12pm. £2. 


NEW! Healthy cookery on a budget 
for over 50s 

FREE course for Leys residents any 

age over 50. Learn how to plan and 
cook delicious, healthy, low-cost 
meals. People with little or no cooking 
experience especially welcome! 
Participants will cook and eat a meal 
together each week. For more details 
call 395908 


Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and 
relaxation. Beginners welcome. Tuesday 
7 July, 10—11am at the Clockhouse. £2. 
This weekly group will then take a break 


Computer courses for over-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. £1 a session. You 
need to book. Call Gerry, 07962887379 


until September. 

Also: Wednesday 8 July, 11—-11.30am, 
seated yoga at Primetime over-50s 
group, Leys Leisure Centre. 


Crafts group for over 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
£1. Wednesdays, 11am—12.30pm. 


Evening socials 
Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 


drink/biscuits. Next meeting: BOARD 
GAMES NIGHT on Wednesday 29 July, 


EGG sels 7-9pm, Tel: 01865 395908. 


Seated/standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost energy. 
Every Thursday morning, 10—11am, 
until 16 July (then summer break until 
September). £2. 


Adult volunteers of all ages needed, 
to help keep the Clockhouse garden 


fresh air while doing something really 
positive for your local community. Tel: 
395908. 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. You don’t 
have to be an active gardener. Next 
meeting: Thursday 2 July, 2-4 pm. £2. 
Tel: 395908. 


Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break 
for their carers. £12 a day includes a 
hot two-course meal, plus a transport 
charge if used. Open weekdays. For 
more details or to book an initial visit, 
call 749349 or email: rosewood@ 
daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


Art group for over-50s 

Beginners welcome. On a summer 
break, restarts in September (every 
other Thursday 2—4 pm) at POTTERS 
COURT, Robin Place, Greater Leys, Oxford 


Leys Community Market 


Adults of all ages welcome. £2, includes 


Community gardening for volunteers 


looking beautiful in every season. Enjoy 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look forthe clocks onthe roof) @ 01865 395908 E: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 

Church Office Hour: Mondays (except 
bank holidays) at 6.30— 7.30pm. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


%@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


@ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 


Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Wednesdays: 6—8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

@® 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 


www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


@ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room 

(includes special activities for children 
and young people). 

@ Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
779700, 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


& Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room at the 
BBL Community Centre, Sundays, 
Tam—2pm 

® 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
® 01865 776903 


All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 11lam—12pm. 
‘@ Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 and 07877 054600 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


§ Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 
@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 & Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 
Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6~7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BU. 
® 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


@ Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www. freebible.org.uk 


@ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 
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Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 


Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 
T: 01865 402070 
E: blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com 


Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tlam—5pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—1pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

@® 01865 718503 


Leys CDI Youth Project 

After school programme (9-14 
yrs) Mondays 3—7pm and Fridays 
3—-8pm. 

Young Womens Group (9-15 yrs) 
Thursdays 4—7pm 

Young Person's Career Support 
Thursdays 4—6pm 

@® 01865 395927 


LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

@ 01865 806453 


Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

@ 01865 816202 


Home-Start 


Family support charity for under 5s. 


@ 01865 779991 


Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
@ 01865 401585 


ITHUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


Job Club 
Wednesday 10am—12pm. 
@ 07931 400108 


Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


Silver Circle Bingo 

Tuesday afternoon, Bingo starts 
at 2pm. 

@ 01865 435954 


Golden Circle Bingo 

Thursday afternoon, Bingo starts 
at 2pm. 

@ 01865 770626 


SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16's. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am —2.30pm 

‘@ Trish, 07824 644874 


Oxford Polish Association 
Mondays twice per month, 
6—9pm 

@ For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 


FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning. 
Wednesdays, 10am—1pm. 
@ 07810 047819 


Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 

@® 07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 


Boxing Club 

Juniors and Seniors. 

@ For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


GKR Karate 
Children (5 Years+ to Adults) 
@ Stuart, 07852 292255 


Kick Boxing and Kung Fu 
(Adults) 
@® 07909 121400 


Kick Boxing and Self Defence 
(7yrs to 18yrs ONLY) 

Coming soon 

@® 01865 402070 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE: 


IT Hub: 

12 networked PCs with fast wired 
internet connection, ceiling 
mounted projector and 

air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room 
Seating for up to 60 people. 


Sports Hall 
Space for a wide range of 
activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room 
For up to ten people. 


# Contact Jayne on 
01865 402070 for more 
details. 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in 
Maths and English 


Improve your skills and get a recognised 
qualification. Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 


To book a time to come in call 01865728688 
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Local support for foo 


OXFORD Blackbirds have 
been gathering sponsors 
and a couple of teams have 
recently received their new 
kits and tracksuits. The 
newest team at the club, 

the Under 6's, have been 
bought a kit by J & S Car 
Body Repairs and a shower 
proof tracksuit from Windows 
Cleaned 4 All. The Under 10's 
have been lucky enough to 
be sponsored again by The 
Hungry Horse @ The Bullnose 
and local Dance Hall/Reggae 
DJ's White Magic Sound, aka 
Matthew Bowles and Jason 
Pringle. 

"The boys are absolutely 
delighted with their new 
kit and tracksuits. Jason has 
been brilliant with the kids, 
he puts food on for them 
after the game which they all 
love. This gives the parents a 
chance to socialise with each 
other outside of football and 
has helped form a good bond 
between our parents, which 
to me is important as | believe 
that in youth football the 
stronger the bond between 
the parents the stronger the 
bond is between the players,” 
said Under 10's manager 
Stuart Parsons. 

He added: "White Magic 
Sound also sponsored us 
again and this is excellent. 
The boys all think they're 
really cool for being 
sponsored by a DJ. We really 
appreciate the continued 
support from both of them." 

Under 6's assistant 


Brilliant weekend for Blackbird's 


July 2015 


ty teams 


Back row: Super Horse and Bullnose Manager Jason Sturch. Second from Back row: Leoche Mangala, Alfie Parsons, Jeuel Harris and Leo Bloomfield. Middle row: Jack Jennings, Nathan 
Loveridge, Bobbi Moore and Connor Kitching. Second row: Ben Bruno, Alfie Bowles and Criston Debanks-O'Callaghan. Front row: Manager Stuart Parsons, Kieren Slattery (with the 
Winter League B Trophy Event Cup), Bradley Boaden (with the Mitre Cup Runners Up Plate), Jamie Slattery (with the Spring League B Trophy Event Cup) 


manager Stephen Price said: 
"| would like to say a massive 
thank you to J&S Car Body 


Repairs for the Under 6's 


football kit and to Windows 


tracksuits." 


Cleaned 4 All for their training 
He added: "All the boys are 


over the moon with their new 
gear and it's exceptionally 


Under 10's 


OXFORD Blackbirds Under 
10's travelled to Clacton- 
on-Sea to compete in 

The Mitre Cup, a two day 
tournament at the end 

of May and came back 
runners up. On the first 
day they won all of their 
games, a 1-0 opening 


win, followed by another 
1-0 win set them on their 
way and a 3-0 win at the 
end of the first day left 
them just needing one 
point from two games to 
guarantee themselves a 
place in the final of the 
tournament. 


The second day saw 
Blackbirds lose their first 
game 1-0, but they drew 
their second game 1-1 
claiming the point they 
needed to top the group 
and book their place in 
the final. Unfortunately 
they conceded an early 


goal and another in the 


_ second half. Blackbirds 


did put up a good fight 
towards the end of the 
game and gave a good 
account of themselves but 
just couldn't break down 
their oppositions defence 
and lost 2-0. 

"It was a brilliant 
weekend and the boys 
thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, on and off 
the pitch. We put on 
some great performances 
against some great teams, 
it cost £100 a team to 
enter so in my opinion 


managers would not enter 


their teams if they didn't 
think they were good 
enough. It was a great 
experience for everyone 
and to compete against 
different teams will only 
help the boys progression. 
Next seasons tour is 
already being planned!" 


generous of these two local 
companies to sponsor the 
Under 6's in order for the boys 
to have new kits, tracksuits 
and training equipment." 


@ There are many more 
sponsorship opportunities 
and Oxford Blackbirds 

are always on the look out 
for potential sponsors, 


for more information 
contact Stuart Parsons on 
07585435425. 


Get Fit for Free with Youth Ambition Sports 


OVER the last 12 months 
local sports leaders have 
delivered a variety of 
multi-sports session for 
the young people in 
Blackbird Leys as part 

of Oxford City Council 
Youth Ambition Program 
which helps young 
people reach their 
potential. These sessions 
have proven to be very 
successful in engaging a 
large number of young 
people from the local 
community. 


Youth Ambition 
qualified coaches 
deliver fun, enjoyable 
and exciting activities 
with informal and 
social learning sessions. 
Coaches are also trained 
to provide one to 
one support and can 
also signpost young 
people to various 
agencies including early 
intervention and drug 
and alcohol support. 

The sessions take 
place on a Friday 


Email us at editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


evening 7-9pm at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre, 7-8pm for 
14-16yrs and 8-9pm for 
17-21yrs. 


@ For more 
information please 
contact the sport 

and youth team 

on: 01865 252728 
Sportsdevelopment@ 
oxford.gov.uk 
Facebook.com/ 
OxfordYouthAmbition 


